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Southeast Minnesota and Iowa Mixed Pastoral Conference
(L O I I R I TR N T TR X O o 1[ [T B T O S ¢ Y 1}

Date: Septembsr 23-24, 1947

P lace: Trinity Lutheran Church, Center Street and 3 Avenue, S.W.,
Rochester, Minn., M. Weinhold and W.W. Hifert, pastcrs.

Program:
1. Exegesis of I Tim,, by Rev, Karl Gurgel, Caledonia, Minn.
2. Par,1 of Art.1 of Brief Statement - W. Eifert, Rochester, Ma.
3+ Round Table Discussion on Boy Scoutiem,
k. Brief History of the Synodical Conference, = G, Scheitel, Elgin, Mn,
5. How Far May a Christian, resp. a Christian Minister, Take an
Active Part in Politics = A.L. Mennicke, Winona, Minn,

The Oonference is to ovpen with g Comnmnion service at 10230 A.M,, Sept. 23,
Pastor M. Weinhold will deliver thé confessional address: Rev. A. Sauer,
Winona, alternate,

dccomodationst Bach pastor is to care for his own meals. Lodging will

be furnished only those coming from a distance,
(Favored by our Pastoral Conf.
held just last month in Mko.)

Iowa and Southeran Minnesota Pastoral Conference (Nor. §.)
o nn g unn LE L S N SN ¢ [ NN T S (T IO TR O O ]

Datet October 1, 1947, = 9130 A.M,
Placet Lake Mills § nod Lutheran Oyurch, L Vangen, Pastor.

¥y
Program:

1. Continuation of Rev. J.A. Petersen's essay on "The Spiritual
Care of the Sick, based on Heuch.!

2. Exegesis of Galations 6, 6 by M.H. Otto

3. "The Names of God in the 014 Testament™, by J.B. Madson.

b, "The New Heaven and the New Zarth®, by Arvid Gullerud.

5. "Characteristics that Differentiate the ULC from the Synodical
Conference”, by H.L, Bremsr, )

The Conference will open with a O omr::union service at 9330 A.M.§ The Rev,
MH Otto will deliver the confesgional address.
== ¥F.R. Weyland, Secy.

‘Iowa and Southern Minnesota Circuit Meeting
LI L O O I | B TR (A THR T I  AR T} o nwn
" Date! Taesday, Sept. 30th - 10:00 A.M. Dlace: Iime Creek Church

Iopict "The Christian Chureh", introduced by Pastor H.A. Preus.
L an.
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CO~OFERATION IN FXTERNALS

In view of the confusion in Synodical Conference circles in regard to
go-called co-operation in externals we present the following propositions,
suggesting that the;; be carefully studied by the individual pastors in our
Synod, who will let the result of their studies be submitted to the essayist
appointed by the president of Synod for the writing of the peper on this
question, and present the same to the next general pastoral conference for
final action.

1, Unionism is joint worship or joint church work with those who: do not
confess the true faith in all respects. Rom,16, 17; Matt. 7, 155 2 John
10.113 Titus 3, 10.

2, If orthodox Lutheraﬁs ccéoperate or associate with heterodox Luth-
erans in any phase of the Church's work such as education, missions, charite
ies, etc., they disregard the fact that joint church work with false teachers

is unionism just as much as is joint worship. Ezra 4, 1-3: 2 John 10.11.

3. The test of so-called externals in church work is, whether they may
properly be carrded on with all manner of churches and rekigious or civic
organizations,

4. Since the National Lutheran Council as well as the Lutheran World
Federation was organized to promote co-operation in church work between all
Lutherans, without regard to doctrinal differences, we object to them as
unionistic organizations, and refuse to take mny part in their activities.

GEorge 0., Lillegar

Past. Conf., Committee! Robert Preus :
Normen A. Madson, °

(Adopted By the General Pastoral Conference of the Norwegian Synod, Mankato,
Minnesota, Aug. 6, 1947)
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P.S. = A Proud father reports, "Naomi Louise...arrived the other aight (about
a week ago now) ...0laila & she are both fine." That's the Vengen's
of Lake Mills, Iowa. Congratulations and God be with youl

This bulletin's appearances depends on the amount of material received.-Ed.



IHE . BETHANY  THANKOFFERING
The 1947 convention of the Synod resolved to have a synod-wide ob~
gervance of the fact that BLC has been under the control of our Synod for 20
years and asked the Board .of Regents to meke proper arrangements for such a
celebration. '

It is planned that an early issue of the SENTINEL will be devoted te
the cause of BLC: this will carry details about the 20 years, the celebration

as planned, the thankcffering in connection with it, etc,

Right here we should like to emphasize the fact that the success of
the thankoffering will, under God, be largely up tc us pastors. This is to
say that each of us ought to seek %o present this matter in the proper light.
And.jggg is to say that we need to keep our people informed about the urgency

of the work that Bethany is doing in connection with the facts of what 1t costs
in money to do that work,

E.G., the Synod this year voted necessary repairs and improvements;
this thankoffering could go far to pay for these things, Again - what 1s
wrong with mentioning the fact that the value of the synodical dollar has
gone down just as much as the value of the dollar that buys bread and butter
for the family tablet (We ought to emphasize that in connection with all
synodical offerings, not only this one. ((Pitto from the Finance Board -Ed.))=).
It is true that our synodical offerings have not risen in proportion to the
rise in the cost of living, and there can be nothing wroing in mentioning
that simple fact. No doudbt the mere mention of that fact will help much,
for our Christians do not deliderately hold back the work of the Church.

In general - let us endeavor to show our peonle how BLC fits into
our scheme of Christian Bducation ~ hew it actually has been and 1s prepar—

ing teachers and pastors, and how it offers a Christian education also to
others., And may we do this with all the enthusiasm that genuine thankselving
to God will produce.

For the Board,
S. Derr ——

IHIS AND THAT

Pages 1 & 2 of this bulletin have been ready since Sept. lst, but
we walted for the above material — then, a funeral delayed its publication.
«+» How many of the pastors have approcahed their congregations with regpect
to a monthly envelope system? To date we have received an order for . said
envelopes from just one, CPH has our copy already -- get your orders inll
to the undersigned.,. Our BLC has 224 students in attendance, 5 of these in
the Seminary; short half a teacher, as Mrs., Hoerber would have taught half
time in the Commercial Department,.. There are now 2 schools in the Saude-~
Jerico parish... That financial summary on the back page of our SENTINEL is
for a purpoge, =~ ———e M.H. Otto.
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ANOTHER WORD ON _FINANCES
1) By means of a monthly summary of the Synod's Tregsury the Finance
Board seeks to keep our members informed concerning the Synod's finances.
Unfortunately, the September Summary did not appear in the recent issue of
SENTINEL, We are adding it here in hopes that can still do some good.

FUKND ESTIMATED NEEDS FOR RECEIVED TO BALANCE NEED FOR
FISCAL YEAR DATE FISCAL YR

Bethany College 9172.00 4107.12 5064.88

Christian Day School 2000.00 152,76 1847, 24

Church Extension 2000.00 6678. 52 e

Home Missions 14129,00 3615.00 10514.00

Colore Missions 1500.00 615,51 884,49

014 People's Home 7000.00 k99,135 6500.65

Indigent Pastors 1500.00 311.70 1188.30

Student Aid 200.00 30,00 170.00

Seminary Fund 5000.00 293.94 L706.06

Synod Fund 10607,00 1610.07 8996.93

""Septo30, '“’7’ H‘G'l Olson

2) Today is the 20th of October and we have received exactly 4 requests
for the monthly envelope sets which the Finance Board (with your approval)
has decided to introduce this year, Gentlemen -- we have to have all your
orders on hand by Nov. 10th as the absclute deadline, OR you will be receiv~
ing no envelopes for spnodical offerings for the coming year. Please, coop~
erate by asking your congregation whether they will not try such a sytem for
a year (or permanently, too), To our best judgment this is the most prac=
tical way for us to support our Synod!s work. Let's not have things bog
down simply because we have been negligent in asking our memberships for
their consent and approval., Again, have your orders in to the undersigned
BY NOV. 10th ~ (the 12 monthly envelopes constitute a set -~ state hoy many
guch sets you want). We are providing no other envelopes this coming year.
NOW, whether such a gystem works out depends on each one of you -~ who at
present have no other system for regular giving to the Synod's needs, PLEASE}

3) A little arithmetic shows that in the 7 months that still remain in
this fiscal year (and that includes October which is almost gone) our Synod
has to raise a total of $39,873 - OR.go into debt, again. - WHECH means we
have raised only about 13 to $14,000:in the first-5 months. It's later than
you think... Let's gll go after this budget together and we'll make it yet.

Courtesy E.G. Olson, "The Bethany offering received here last Sunday was
$586.31. There have been a few receipts by mail since then. Two or three
congregations have reported. Quite a number of alumni responded from the
letters which were sent to them,": :

— M.H, Otto
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Several pastors have asked about a good, modern, practical book in Eng=-
1igh Composition. We are happy to recommend Porter J. Perrin's Writer's N
Guide and Index to Encligh (Scott and Foresman, 1942; 801 pages; price, $2.40
postpald). Mr. Perrin, who is president of the National Council of Teachers
in English, has prepared an up~to—-date, scholarly, yet extremely readable .
manual. The nook is divided into two parts. The first part is the Writer's
Guide, which consists of thirteeen chapters on the varlous aspects of writ=
ing. These are some of the chapter headings: "Varieties of English", "Good
Englich", "Kinds of Paragraphs", "Qualities of Sentences", "Qualities of
Words", "The Writing Process!, "The Regearch Paper®, etc. Every one ought
to make a careful study of the first two chapters. The second part is an &_
Index to English. You will find there, listed alphabetically, Jjust about
every problem that will confront you in writing., Do you say "an useful ~
fact! or Ya useful fact"? See the Index. You have often used the proverd, Q
#The exception proves the rule", btut are you sure that you know what it R
means? Some of you may find some startling information if you look under \g\é
Lo

Bpigrams. All of you, some time or other, prepare manuecript for the printe
You would save the editor of the Sentinel a good deal of time by consulting
Perrin ong some of the mechanics. You may get the book from the Bethany

Book Store. Harry Olson can fill some of your orders immediately. He also
has a shipment on order, but the book is so popular that it takes considerable
time to have the order fllled,

—— ,QMA,LM/'
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Perhaps you would like a refresher course in public speeking at the
seme time, Mr, Olson also has on hand a few copies of Speakings in Public,
by Prof. WeM. Parrish of the University of Illinois (Charles Scribner's
Sone, }947; W61 pages; price, $2.95 postpaid). It is a practical book #én
public speaking, intended for freshman and sophomore college students. It
avoids the technical vocabularies of phonetics, psychology, physiology,
education, and semantics. Mr. Parrish glves good, commonsense suggestions
for the improvement of public speaking, freely admitting that he has bor-
rowed from Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, Bacon, et. al. In the chapter on
Delivery, he discusses "reading from Manuscript", "Verbal Memorization',
"Extemporaneous Speaking". Just a few quotations: "For the average speaker
there is:little that can be said for resding from manuscript. Rare indeed
is'the man who can read s -speech in such a way as to make it sound real,
vital and personal.® "Fixing the exact wording of s speech in advance,
and delivering 1t as memorized word for word, a cmmmon method of delivery
among-the Ancients as well as among proféssionsl Lyceum and Chautagua lece—
turers -of the.:last century, is a practice seldom followed nowadays except
in oratorical contests.  And .that ls & cause for regret. If & speech'is
importent, it ought to bYe carefully phrased, and any one can give more fite
ting expression to his thought in the leisure of his study than amid the
neyvdus tenslons of the platform." . "If the occasion for 'the speech is an
important cne, and if all the conditions under which one will speak can be
:foreseen, there is no reason why every detall of the speech eghould not be
prepared in advance or why it should not be memorized word for word".
(Doesn't that fit sermonizing?) He alsc Has an excellent discussion of
extemporaneous speaking,  something the pastor needs to be proficlent in. .
Many pastors have a copy of Robert's Rules of Order, but that is not to
say that all those.have studied and understood the underlying principles of
parliamentary procedure. Appendix I conitains a good clscussion ‘of the
subject, including a chart of motions which shows what motions have pre=~
cedence (sce Webster's for correct pronunciation) over others, ~=-=-=BWT.

et (+-2p
Pelle

Ll G allwr T

7%
Vade E22 WM?/V%

ur. Sissih Y

Al

—

What will you contribute to next montHs issue of the Clerky IB_u.lIEtin?‘
Professors, students, pastors = any and all grist for all mill accepted, MHO
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At Iong last the "C.B.' comss to your door again. First, lack of .ma=
teriall secondly, awaiting "cutcomes" of certain meetings; and thirdly, an
unuesel amount of unexpected and exbra work locally -~ .all combined to ‘delay
its eppearance. Lf ite resurrection from an almost fatal death is to be per=
manent we beg our readers to help us out with an occasional contribution in
regard to material. That's the thought with which we begin. the New Year, in
hopes that soms consciences will te pricked enough to inspire some action
that will materialize in concrete results... Now to the busineds at hand,

. THE ATUMNL & BEZHANY

Most of our pastors know of the speculation on the part of the alumni
(especia‘lly after their last two annual meetings; with regard to doing some=
thing about raising funds towards a boys! dorm at Bethany, or a gym, or both.
All likwise remember Dr, Ylvisaker‘s expressions at several recent Synod meet—
ings, that the housing facilities at BLC were just too inadequate and the
crowded conditions not conducive to good morals or effactive studying. (Tho,
we must)ad.d that discipdinary problems have been far below the. number ex-
pected. iy |

Now the Alumni addressed a request to the Board of Regents, to wit: Would
there be any objection to their trying to see what they could do'in ‘the line
of raiging some funds from amotg their own membership (and perhaps from ine
terested members in Synod in due time) towards such a building project? If
not enough could be raised, or if the Synod declinel to take up the project
the money ‘collected could still be used’for: BLO purposes. . The house (or is
it "housing") committee .at BLC is of. the definite opinion that both are needed,
a dorm and a gym; lmtr that's neither here nor there just now,

‘fhe_ Board of Regents was not willing to take the full responsibility of
answering that request. So, they asked the Synod's Trustees, President, Vice=
Prés., and Tregsurer, and the Fynance Board to consider the matter together
with them, All were present except the President, who we understand is now
teaching the Day ‘School in his parish. - Lo

RESULT. - Not wishing to-commit thé Synod ong something on which it had
net opportunity to act, the joint meeting resolved that it did not oppose the
project the alimni were proposing to. undertake =~ with the understanding that
it be confined to their own group, and if other members within our congrega=
tions were approached for some contribution or pledge, it would be with the
knowledge and consent of -the local pastor,

... The present -plan is that each of the 500 more active alumni be responsi=
‘ble for raising $200, persomally or otherwise, & total then of $100,000 tqwerds
N{?,g'prb,iec_‘-_‘c- {This mpeting wasipeid Jax, 125k, i.e. of the Regents, et gliiy) t,

{r. : e T 5 1 ¢ .. Tentative pimus include asking
one of their rumber, Prof. M. Galstad (consent of the Board of Regents given)
to. spend.the remainder of the time before the Synod meeting in directing and
assisting them in carrying out their project. The alumni to stand the cost of
two ext¥a instructors hireéd to take his place; the otlier over-worked professors
and instructors to take on part of it too. . '

bd -
VI N | R A



-

- 2 -

With respect to the progect spoken of on the foregoing page —-- a full
report wlll appear in the Convention Handhook before the Conventlon, so ew
eryone will have a chance to study the matter =- and know what the alumni
have accomplished up to that time. —- (Reported by your Editor).

-

TINANCES =~ (Again??) |
The article over the signature of the Sec. of the F nance Board that

appeared in the Jan. 12th issue- of SENTINEL was written for the Dec, 27th
issué. .Some of the statements then have to be modified accordingly.

.. As things stood Dec, 31, 1947, our Synod has to raise about $17,152.

by the end of April to come out on top. The magor funds in need of help are!
Migsions, Seminary, Synod Fund and perhaps BLC. The Mission Fund has the
Lenten Offering to help it out -- the others no special offering in the remain-
ing four (now almost 3) months.left. -

However it can be done =— formerly many congregations would be ha.vmg
but one offering before the end of the fiscal year (Apr.30th). Now at least
11 (ar 12) of them will have l offering each month for synodical purpcoses =
which ifn ‘their case means It instead of 1, Others have ‘duplex envelopes or
other arra.ngament &, If each confirmed member in ou> Synod gave Just one 4ol
lar per month for the remaining four months, we can reach our goal, ges, &£0
over the top.:

Letls give our members ‘8 ‘boost and ourselves be the first ones to go over,
A -commarrding officer in the rear of his gen giving the word to atitack won't
have the following and respect that the one leading hié men in the attack has.
Tempus fugit...So let’s go to work, each one of us, directing and leading in
the ‘attack as 1oca.1 clrcumstances permit, - EVery'body out for a balanced 'budget!

TEYSE ENVIE.OPES::: T ose of you who ordered ‘the monthly sefs of envelopes for
Synod have reéceived Ehem, ‘B.me may be left "out in the cold"now for havifg -
forgotten or- neglected to ask their- congregatlons about 1nstituting such a
systemn for synodical contributions. And; -there will be no’ mere erivelopes ore

‘dered by ‘the Finance Board this year. However, we shall try to bring you

out of the cold by offering the following sugsestion snd datast
lf you. want envelopes .for just special offerings, you-can get them from

.CONCORDIA, PUBLISFING— ‘HOUSE, '3558- 5. Jefferson Ave., S5t, Louis, 18, Mo. Thess

are stock . envelopes, they have the fype of offering printed on them, an ap=
propriate seasonal design and Scripture verse '-- in two-color effect at 3_Q¢
a 100 net. If you have no catalog here .are page. -and numbers:

No. C=11 Lenten No.0-12 Mission Festival No,c~16 Thanksgiving
No. C=5 .Christmas ~ ¥o.C~14 Pentecost (for Couvention offering), and
No, C=3 Bullding Fund (for Church Extension) - =411 page’ 417.'

If you prefer a sombor colored Lenten Goln Folder to the envelope,
order (page 354) No, 20-L 220 dimes) at $3 per 1003
or " No. 40~ (40 chmes) at $lw{5 per. 160 (we suggest thqa ?’1;0(",5

Surely, your congregations can ®fray the small expense. connected with
these enveloopes, and thus, by saving the Synod something, be indirectly come
tridbuting towards it too: Justfink} a congregation of 100 communicants can
have thege 6 envelopes for $1.80 plus postage. Let's not insult thé Synod by
akking it to provide theso envelopes, when thelr cost 1s s8¢ very nominal....
We ought f spon see thé day when every cohgregation will taks cars of its own
envelopee for Synodical offerings. Here's a chance to Moreak. them in, ...
Now then, no one can say e has been left out in the cold...... '--Eiitor.

A bdaby girl h.as arrived at the. Grant’ Quills =- Mrs. A.J. Torgerson has
reached her eternal home.=> Alf Merseth is eupposed to have taken call to
Fertile =~ and Joe Pstersen supplying Eau C}aire for the time being.
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Pastor Weyland sends us the following Lenten Hutlines, which he has
developed. The original outlines were by Pasto » Otto Klett, new of Dakota,
¥inn., who has given his permission to their devloping and publication.

A SERIES OF IENTEN OUTLINES AND NOTES, BASED ON THE HYMN STANZA:

Jesus, Thy blood and Righteousness

My beauty are, my GLORIOUS DRESS:
Midst flaming worlds, in These arrayed,
With joy shall I 1ift up my head,

Note: The center.of devotion is a unique jewel of Godls Word, woven by the
Holy Ghost into a most .ineffably sublime fabric, so touchingly, tenderly, and
appealingly expressed in the hymn just wafted to the Throne of the Lamb of
God most Holy! "LORD JESUS, -Tiy Blood and Rightéousness, etc.”

. To multitudes. of living and dying Christisns this poetic gem has given
comfort, consolation, and has proven itself a triumphant victory over Death,
Decl, and Hell. We do well.to make the thoughts emanating from this Hymn of
Victory our own lifels experience. DPefore we are aware of it, also we must
walk through the valley of the shadow of death. )

I. ASH.WEDWEETAY, Genesis 3, 7-9.15,21: "Aprons of Fig Leaves Replgaced with
Coats of Sking.%

I. Not a single uncoverted sinner is clothed in Jesus' blood and righbecug-
A, Man's attempts to cover his shame and disgrace, @_e_s.ﬁ-
B. These human attempts are futile before the piercing eye of
the most Holy God, the Righteous Judge,
II. The Righteous Judge tears off the self-applied aprons of fig leaveg, =
I1l. And clothes man Wwith coats of skins, - '
A. A type of the Lamd of God fer sinners slain.
B. Beturn to general theme.

I, ‘Second SEEMON,” Isaiah 63, 1~5; "Isaish's Vision of the Sonquering Avenger"

E. Isaiah's question:
s .4 Who is this Bonguering Hero that cometh from Edom,
, B! With dyed garmentst ‘
II. The €& nquering Avenger's answer!
A.°"T that speak in righteousness,
B. .I am mighty to save : : -
C. I have trodden the winepress as the avenger
. D. And I have trodden the winepress 4] ALONE:
III. The Lord Jesus fought the most decisive battle of the ages ALONE,
A. For the time of redemption had come,
B. What Christ has done for us unworthy sinners.
Conclusiont Therefore, it is meet and right that we praise the Lord
for His goodness toward us. v.7~8

JOTB: Because ‘of space we put No, U next: # 3 follows on next page --Ed.)

IV, FOUHTH. SERMON, St. Iuke 22, 63-65 and St. Matthew 26, 57-65:
. - "CHRIST BLINDEOLDETP - THE LIGHT OF THE WERLD."
I. The.Bivinely ordained High Priest of God's Holy_@}-‘urch Rends his

garment's, Matt., 26, 57-66 . :

II. Some mentally misguided religious Fanatics blindfolded Jesus, the



w i} v

III. THIRD SERMON, St. Matthew 3, 1-U: "How is THIS God-pleasing Lenten Ob-
gservance to be Accompldshed within our Heéarts and within
our Congregation? The text replies: THROUGH HEFENTANCE
AND SELFADENIAL,"

I. Through Repentance
-A. Detrimental Repentance
B, Revivalism .
: ' ¢\ Bffectual Repentance
"II. Through Self-Denial ;
. A. Practised by John the Baptist
B. Demanded by John the Faptist as a Fruit of Js‘aith
: ... O. Remarkable results of s2lf<denial. ' ,
FOTE: Always keep the.general theme, WLORD JESUS, THY BLOOD ETC," in the
foreground. } This is very important for a correct evaluation., ZIvery
one of these sermons is built on t‘qe idea of clothes, garments; robes.

V. FIFTH. .SITBI'IQN, Stl Luke 23, 8-12! "WHIT® ROEE - INNOCENCT."

I. Why did Herod put a whlte robe upon Christ?
4. To register his contempt for Jesus
.B:. To ridicule Christis ¢laim to Jewish Kingship
C. Historisity of the Herodians.,
II. Unwittingly Herod proclaimed Christ's Innocency. .
A. Herod had the opportunity to wash his scarlet s:\.ns in J‘eaus’
Blood and Rightoousness. = .
B, God grant that none of us pass np the same opportunityl

VI. SIXTH SERMON ‘Bt. Matthew 27, 2i4-31: "EEHOLD YOUR SAVIOR WEARING THE
' PURPLE ROBE OF GUILT I :

I. Pilate's heroic attempt to liberaté’Jesus
II. The mock coronation of the goldiérs '
II1. Behold your Savior wearing the Saarlet robe ! (Guilt - royalty)

VII. PAIM SUNDAY, Iuke 19, 35-36% WOHR GAMNTS OF ZBAETTMAEUS AND OF THE DISIw
. PE2S INCITD U3 TO COMPLY WiTH THE Pm SUNDAY PROCLAMATION:
CAST YOUR mopnms AT ctmwm S FEET |

Introduction: Blind. Bartimaeua casts his garment aside to follow Jesus

I Christls kingly entrance into Jerusalem on the Sunday of Palms.
II. In what way are Wwe to spread Trophies at Christ's feet and crown
Bim Lord of all?  (L.E. uos, st. 6) P

VIII. MAUNDY THU'.B.SDAY I Corinth. 11, 17-34 ‘and. Isalsh 61, 108
* UCHRIST!S BODY- AND Bz.oon - THB REAL c—mm "

I, Not our own garments of sin -+ - -
A. Greed ‘and envy from which dissension arisé in the Churqh. .
B.-Dissensions in the Church -disrupt the unity ef faith.
"C. Anyone guilty of cauBinz dissenslons’in the Church, and who then
partakes of the Lord's Buppexn is guilty of the Bydy and Blood of X.
II. But - CHRIST!S BODY AND BLOOD IS THE HEAL GARMENT,
A, Charity towsrd the brethren, which covereth s multitude of eins,
makes us worthy guests.

B. For that gift we need the Garment of Salvation and the Robe of
Righteousnesa.

C.Thus clothed, when partaking Christ's ?Body and Blood in the Sacrae
ment, we are worthy guests at the Lord's Table,
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IX. GOOD FRIDAY, Sy. Matthew 27, 57-61: "CHRIST!'S BURIAL IN JOSEPH'S TOMB. !
(Unfinished) )

X. HOLY EASTER, St. John 20, 1-10: “THE TOMB IS OFEN AND IESERTED - BUT NOT
ENTIFELY EMPTY, " ,
I. The linen wrappings as proof of the Resurrection.
A. The linen bands do not contain the Body
B. The head-cloth is neatly folded
C. These silent witnesses create a silent faith in John.
D. The more sure witness is Scripture,
II. He was raised for our Justification
A. Scripture proofs of Christ's Besurrection and the Divine Purpose
in His Resurrection.
B. To declare us righteous before God.Y
"LORD JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTECUSNESS..."

XI. ASCENSION DAY, Revelation 7, 9=17: "WITH JOY WE LIFT UP OUR HEADS AND
‘ BEHOLD THE GREAT WEITE HOST."  (Use L.H. 656) '

I. Thé Great. White Host before the Throne of the Lamb
A. Their humber
B. Their appsrel
C. Their song of praise
II. Who are these which are arrayed in white robesg?
A. They are the saints who came out of great tribulation
B. Whoe have washed their robes White in the BLOOD of the LAMB
C. Now they are before the Throne of God, and serve Him day and
night in Hig Temple, Co
D. Never shall they suffer hurt, for the Lamb is their Shepherd,

ATTACE to Second Sermon, Pe3. -
QUR, SAVIOR!S PASSION

S8 e, 080 ¢ LN )

All through our Savior's Passion thers
runs, this undertone:

"Christ came to tread the winepress, and
trod it all alone,®

Alone in the Garden. Christ knelt in fervent
brayer,

And of His friends and people not one was

, with Him thsre.

Alone within the palace Christ bore the
taunt of shame

While Peter in the courtysrd denied His

" Master's name,

Alone Christ walked the pavement where all
the rabble cried: - ,

"We.have no king but Caesar! Let Christ be
crucified ;¥ :

Alone Christ came to Calvary, His garments

. stained with red; . _

No ram was in the thicket to take Hie
place and stead.

Alone, with no one helping to carry out

- . Bod's planm, - .

Christ’s perfect work was finished without

: the work of man,

No other namé can save us, no other Hope

- 'is 'nem , :

Than CHQIBY, who trod the winepress, and ' - :
trod it ALL ALONE = W.M. Czamanske
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X11. PENTECOST, 2 Kings 2, 8~15 and Igaish 52,¢1. 710t "The UNBROKEN CON¥
TINUITY OF THE FOLY CHRISTIAN MINISTRY."

I. Who established the Ho1y Ministry?
4. Yot man, group of men, locgl con regation, Mission Board. not -
theological faculty, not S ‘nod, not by installation of pa.stor
. - into locsl Christian congrega.tion' BT
" B. God Almighty Himself. (-2 Kings 2,23 27%4; 2,6, ete.)
0. John the Bapiis: was called by God. C,rist called. His apostles,
I Cor. 12, 29-30 and 283 2 Cor. 5, 18-50 |
II. What is the Official Bsdge, the Divinely appointed Insignia of the
Holy Christian ministry? -
A. 2 Kings 2, &
B. As all Lev1tes, priests and similar servants of God were clad
in divinely presc; ived apparel, so Eiijak wore 2 mantle, as
his divinely apwointed insignia, official badge.
C. Has also the New Testament Holy Ministry an officisl 'badge,
Divinely Appointed Insxgm al
l. St. John the Baptist's. St:Paul mentions 2 Mm '+, 1.
-Our pecple somehow senge in “he properly "Bobed Pastor®
the continuity of the Holy Chrigtian Ministry. Isalah 52,1
Exodus 31, 10
D. How did Elisha, the successor of Elijsh, preserve. the continuity
of the Holy Christian Ministry at the ascension of Elijah into
heavent! vv.12-14 and 15, .
APPLICATION: can we claim that for .cur Lutheran Ministryt -The ma.n’ole
.of Elijah ard of Ejisha no more is within our midst. Not even the mantle
worn by our Lord. We associate the Lutheran Ministry as part and parfel
within the Continuity of the Holy Christian Ministry on.a foundation
more substantial than that.

LORD JESUS, THY BLOCD AND RIGHTIQUSKNESS

MY HBAUTY AEE, MY _GLORTOUS DEESS. s

XIII. TRINITY SUNDAY, Isaiah 6 1-8' "Ha&y-——hoiy?——ﬁe&y! LI
"HOrY, HOLY?, HOLY I ®
Cf., "Let us make man,.." (aninished)
NOTE: created in the image of .God —- rightecusness and true holiness.

w-Xlett=Weyland.

Very likely many will not approve these outlines, Xor do you have
too. Neither would all approve-anyone else's. “These have been presented
here so that we might find some helpful suggestions, or that we might try
to improve upon what has been presented., Ienski considered himgelf quite
a homeltician, and still he asked those who read his sermon gtudies and
outlineg to improve upon the ohés he suggested. That's just what our
brother had in mind when he sent the above ohes t¢ your editor.-—-ED.

Do we have to say, "4 Dr. Pieper;" "A Luther," etc,? In other
words should we use the indefinite article before proper names so often
in the SENTINEL that it is becoming a manrerism? This use of the indefi-
nite article is proper, of course, but when the 1ndef1nite article is so
used too often it appeg,rﬁ.s as an affecta'bion. -

~= A brother, Anon,.

And so we put the C.B. and ourselves to bed. Now, you write.
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é W°£d_f£°§ 3h_e_ §ecretary
The statistical ‘blanks for the 1547 Wparochial report“ were gent
out the ‘middle of January, along with delegates! credentials blanks. If
any of the brethren failed to receive theirs or requiré more delegates!
credertials .blanks, please let me knéw. ~Some iaquiries received of late
regarding . the: statistical blanks indicate that a.few of the letters may
have gone -astray.. Maill service in these parts has been rather poor much

.of the time gince before Christmas, ne doubt because of the many storms’

and the -unugual a.moun'b of snow. with which we have been visited.

Your: Secretary has been quite thrilled to note the interest some of
the brethren mamifest in getting their parochial reports sent inl When
all the Norwegian Synod's pastors get their reports in by the date set,
March lst, we should celebrate the event in some worthy fashion. How
about making the last one to report-"stand ‘the treats"t

== .0+ Lillegard, Sec.
gonference .A.nnouncement

" The Iowa and Southern anasota Pastoral Conference of the Norwegian
Synod will meét, B.v., Wednesday, April . 14, 1948, at Richland Lutheran
Churich,” 'I!‘xornton Iowa (F.R. Weyland, pastor). Conference will open with
a pastoral communion service at 9 00 A.M Confessxonal address by the
Eev. Justin Ay Petersen. |

“ESSAYSs "The Spiritual Care of the’ Sick “Based on Heuch", continued
'by J ‘A. Petersen, - :
“Exegesis of Galatians 6,6, by M.H. Dtto.
~ "Proselyting!, by P, Ylvisaker. :
#The New Heaven and the New Earth", by A. Gullerud.
"Eistory of the- Union Movement in the Norwegian Synod, esp, 1908-17%,
by RB.- Inge'pritson.
Night's lodging for Tuesday night and meals will be furnished.
Kindly'megister your ‘intention 'with the host pastor.

—-=:F.R. Weyland, Sec.
Erom the_ Dean

Tou nay announce in your next 'bu.lletin that there will be published
( before the Easter .season, we: ho e ) a-book of devetions from the col=
lege under the title! "EVENING IBELLS AT EETHANY." It will be a book
of approximately 200 pages, and will be priced at $1.50. NAM. is the
suthor. = Perhaps. it would be well not.to mention that. - (but we did} Bd.)
The reason for publislung it is this. A number of students requested

that those evening devotionals might be made avallable in book form,

When this was brought. to the attention of the student-body, it voted une
imously that. it wanted this dome, und daher -=-, - The book will be .
nicély bound in light green, and will have an excellent picture of Bethw
any College in the fore prt of the book. We are of course hoping that



there will be some sale for it outeide the student body, for if not,
Norman A. will be sunk deeper than a dud. He had to order 1000 copies
' printed on the first edition in order to get the price down that low,

Then you might call attentlon %o the fact that Dr. Y's excellent
discussion on "Prayer" is now out in & neat pamphlet form, 6-inches by
- inches, 42 pages, and is priced at 25 cents per copy. It may be had
at-the Synod book Company. This oamphlet .ought to get wide distri‘bution,
‘to gerve as an anitidote to that wretched mess Wthh G. gave us on
"PrayerfelloWShip.

There is alSo this toc report from Bethan,,r that I\"orman A. at the re-
quest of the students, is conducting a class on Monday evenings, 9:00 =
9150, on doctrinal matters, attended by 60-70 students. At present they
are reviewing Mo's Brief statement. So you see, our students are not in-
different to doctrinal matters, They want to:be informed. And it is
‘that kind of a lalty ( an enlightened one ) which we want to have in all
of. our congregations. ' kg
' -~ N.A, Madson

Y.Qu guesged i‘c..-_Finanszes

The ‘Feb. 12th SENTINEL will show the financial status of our Synod
as of Jan, 31. While Bethany College . will be listed as having reached
tg budget figure, it still has $1012.00 to. ,80-=~ reasont- the. salary in-
creases allowed last fall:-were. not 1nclud.ed in the original budget. The
total to be raised in the remaining 2 3 months is $12, 849, 00, +Of that
amount the SYNOD FUND accounts for about half; the remamder for HOME-
MISSIONS and the SEMINARY FUND. :

This has usually been the slack season for Syfod-financially. TYet,
the gbove figure ghows that we dare not be slack if we are to come out on
top by the end of April., There may be congregations that have not adopted
any sysvem for regularly monthly offerings. However, they still have &
responsibility over against those $12,849,, and it is up to us pastors to
bring that responsibility to their attention. (I for one shall, even
_though we have a monthly collection~for-Synod system.). $2 from each
comminicant during th.e remaining part of- the- fiscal: year will carry us
through nicely.

- Behalf of Mnance :Board MHOt b0

FLASH: Linda Cathleen came to the J.B. Madson's Jan. 30th - Oongratulationsl
Ve recently heard of a paper written by one of our pastors, which

. we thoubht should be. practical enough to merit some attention.. After

obta:.ning a .copy,.of the same we believe that 1t deserves. to be given

some spacé in our usual rather anemic bulletin, It was the paper, not

the authoxy that moved us to make that decislon.

Therefore, with your indulgence, and with a sort of "imprimatur”
stamped on the same, we ghall during this and several successive issues
give yol the follow:.ng paper complete: (It will be so arranged that when
the last page is written you can put them all together for the complete
copy.) But, we may not always bresk off at a logical dividing place.

Subjectt The _Religious Indifference of Our Parishioners, Especially in
Their Attitude Toward Luthers not in Fellowship with Us.

Iesayist! Pastor S.A. Dorr —- prepared for the Mized Conference of
which he is a member and read before them at their meeting
.2) in Echo, Minnesota, in Jamuary of this year.
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~after another gospel, which really was not .2nother gospel. And the history

, Tather, our-church has emphasized all along that wherever there is one Who

- offered by a group made up of peonle of all kinds of faitl® or of no positive

The Beligious Indifference of Our Parighiopers, Bspecially in Their Abbi~
tude toward Lutherans not in Fellowship with Usi by 8.4. Dorr.

This title has for -its background, very likely, the supposition that
there is such an indifference among our parishioners, And that. there is.
Ho doubt there is some such indifference in every congregation, in some con-
gregations a little of it, in ohters more of it, but in all of them some of
it. YNor ought that surprise us.  Moses found hie people worsaiping the gol-
den calf only a short time affer they had promised never-dying loyalty te
Jehovah; Joshua said: -"Choose you this day whom ye will serve(Josh. 2U4,15):
Elijah asked: "How long halt ye between two opinions?"(I Kings 18, 21) st.
Paul marveled at the fact that scme of. his people were so soon turning aside

of the church on earth since :the days of the apostles is, in large part, the
history of religious indifference. More still, the story of the Church of
the Reformation is filled with the history of the waxing and waning of in-
differentism. Sc, it is no new problem that confront's us as pastors today,
for wherever the Gospel of Christ is preached in all its truth and purity,
there the devil will always be at work to seek to mead men to believe that
truth and purity are only relative ideas, so far as that very G-ospel is con~
cerned; and that is religious indifference,

Taking fo* granted, that there always has and always will be such a
thing as religious indifference, we shall; nevertheless, do well ‘o note the
signs, the evidences, of it amcng ourselves and our own parishioners. Noting
the signs, we shall note thr, thing itself and ehall be in a posiiion to ate
tadk it. -

One commong sign of religious indifference among our parishioners is
the rather loose talk we scmetimes hear in regard to other denominations
and the faith for which they stand. We often hear talk about the good which
such and such a’church has done, without a balancing statement of the evil
which its teachings, contrary to Scripture, have dons. We hear it said that
a false faith is better than no faith at all. We hear talk about the sin—
cerity of a sectarian in his faith, as though his sincerity established the
foundation for his faith., We hear some of our own people ask: Does it
maike s0 much difference, after all, what a man belisves, so lonz as he is
sincere in what he believes? or, Any church is.all right, so long as you
really practise what that church teaches. Etc,

Yow we are not say:mg that there-are no true Christians.among the
sects or even-among the Pope's followers. Our church has néver said that;

believes in Christ as his only Savior from sin, there is a Christian. And
we err if we admit that.grudeingly; the very angels in heaven rejoice ogver
one sinner that repenteth. But here is what we are saying! Loose $alk of
the type which we have sought to describe, talk that ignores the fact that
God's truth is one, that God does not havev two or more sets of truths, each .
one at odds with the others, talk that emphasizes the good which God may have
accomplished within or by means of an hetercdox comminion, without a balanc—

ing statement of the evil which is wrought by heterodoxy, is a sign of re-~
ligious indifference,

Another such sign is the fact that many w1th1n our congregations often
take part in meetings which have a religious coloring, where Drayers are

faith at all. And when we say "take part", we mean V"continue $o take part"s
we have no reference here to the fact that one or the other of our people
nmay unwittingly stumble into a place where promiscuous prayer is being offered.
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-.%rine properly, we rejoice in that facts

»

We are thinking here of veterans! ocrganizations which insist on
lous geremonies, of attendance upey baccalaureate services in connection with
the graduation of high school clagses, etc, To submit without protest, to
contirue to submit without correction, to surroundings which make it appear
that the difference between the true faith and another faith is of no vital
importance is surely a sign of religious indiffersnce, -
. : such . ' .

Sti1l épother[siign is the growing number of promiscuous marriages ef
~our people %o mon-Iutherans.  We say . "promiscuous! because we are here nqi

intends Yo .marry a non-

their relig-
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a8 persons of the same.faith., We mean the counsle

88 Cases in which one of
our people marries a non-Iuthe

. Tan, nerhaps even a non-Christian, and you dise
-cover that -they have not even talked about their religious differences; or
where.the non-Tutheran berson nonchalantly vromises %o "Join" the Lutheran'sg

church without understanding,” or ever having had it explained +o himy, what
that "joining! invelves:

or where such a promise is given and where it takeg
a decade or a score and more years to carry it out, It is painfully clear
that at least a great many of such marriages would never take place if ther
were not quite a bik of religious indifference among our péovle, .

But we were to speak with ‘special reference to the attitude of our
people over toward Lutherans not in fellowship with us. 4And we understand
the term, "Iutherans not in fellowshin with us", to mean nothing more than
thist ILutherans who teach falsely on this or that doctwrine of Seripture,

i:undmnta}l -or non~fundamental, ..

. One evidence of indifference in this reg _
word "lutheran' is being used, also among us. The word ‘has become a fetish*
Y0 so many. ' There is a fearful amoust, of words being made about the Uneed
‘for all Iutherans to unite, png there you have sectarianism; for vhy
should there be go mch talk among us about uniting all professing Lutheran
'when it is Jesus? will that .a11l Christians be of the same mind one toward
anotler, that they all spe
uniting gll Lutherans while at the same tim
wish thatrinwdrd unity of all Christians be expr; g ‘A .
often, we fear, betrays the spirit of sedtarianism, Some Luthersas speak as)
though there were ‘something about that name “Tutheran! which guaranteed some
thing good, and it does not; "it ‘do€s not at all, Some theroughly un~Chri
unbiblical things are¢ being said . in Lutheran pulpits i
bearing the Iutheran name, Alse with regard 4o Lutherans.the warning of %
Apostle John applies: T Beloved, Jbelieve not. every spirit, but.try the spi
whether they are of Godl (I John 4,1), 4Also with regard to Iutherans, you .an
me incIuded, “these words are spoken: "To the law and to the testimony ! I
they speal not according to this word, it is because there is ng light in
them"(Is.8,20) Goals Law, God's Testimony ~ these are the things that de—
cide with whom we ghall have fellowship, not the name "Lutheran'. To-balk

tarianism, :

Here also this must be mentioneds
it is repeatedly being said. that we must
with other Lutherans and less .on what dj
when a. heterodox -Chri stian, Iutheran or -

Also among our people and among u
lay more emnhasis on what. unites us
vides us from them. Now, of courss,,
non-Lutheran, teaches a certain doc
- W& may even maice use.of that fact,
under God, to .win-him for the whole truth. But to say thab we must "go easy
(C.B.plt) - I B ~ (Conlt next month)_ :



in pointing ocut the differeaces, very often, we Icar, betrays religious ine
aifference.. That was the song which the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin sang
cang to Zerubhfbel while he was. rebuiling the temple: . they said: "Let us
build with you, for we seek your God, as ye do."(Bzra 4, 2) And the fact
that they did not seek Jehovah as the Jews did became as clear as clear
could be when those same adversaries went after the Jews with swords and
spears after Zerubbabel had denied their request. Only too offen the state-
ment that we must not contimue to speak about those things that divide the
Tutherans into various camps means oanly Yhis much: The person who says it
is more or less indifferent to the truth, and he does not wish to make much
ado about the truth, not the whole truth, ab least.

More, a great deal more, could be said about .the evidences of religious
indifference among our parishioners and amsng ourselves; but let this suffice
for now. And let us get on to ask ourselves the question! What is the cause
of this relizious indifference among us?

The basic cause of religious indifference, among us as well as any-
where else, is evident; it is a simple failure.or hesitancy to believe that
God means what He says when He says it. The trouble thal besets us is the
question which Satan posed to Eve: "Yea, bath God sald . . 2" (Gen. 3, 1)
For when one believes that God hath said thus and so and also believes
that whatever God says is of the highest importance, then it becomes of the
nighest importance to ome to cling to whatb God says, and that in a most care=
ful manner. But when a man doubts that the Bible ig, indeed, the Word of God
in all its parts, in fact, the verbally inspired Word of God, then he
does not at all mind an indifferent attitude over toward this or that part
of Scripture, parts which are under a cloud of doubt, .go far as he is con-
cerned. . o o '

That is stating it simply, but the matter 1s just that simple.

There is ne point in searching fer all ‘sorts of involved reasons for relig—
ous indifference among curselves or anywhers else; that indifference can
have its source only in this: failure or hesitancy to .believe that the whole
_Bible is the very Word of God. : S .

When that is clear, then we are in a position to look ab those things
which may contribute to the breakdown of a complete faith in the Word of Gods
and having found those things, we have found the contributing cause of relig~
ous indifference among 1S. - i .

The underlying causes of all contriduting causes of religious indiffw
erence afe the ‘devil, the world, and our flesh, of course. The devil is >
still active in the world, and he can still malke use of all sorts of agen=
cies in the world for creating in our hearts the doubt that God hath, indeed,
said so and so. And here Scripture gives a clear—cut rule and a simple ones
"Without faith it is impossible to please him.® (deb. 11, 6) Vhatever . the ‘
Christian cannot do or does not do im faith in Christ, according to the Word,
is sin, a vehicle of the devil. And whatever in the world the Christian can~
not or does mot wuse in faith in Christ becomes a vehicle of the devil.
That which may be,ever so good in ibself cen and often docs become:ra Mmeans
by"which Satan destroys faith in God and in His Word. A common example is
money, which in itself is a gift of God, but whicn, when used apart from
faith in the Savior, has destroyed many a person's faith. By means of- this
" {llustration we wish to emphasize this: That everything in the world can be

uged by Satan to tear down faith in Christ and eventually in the Word which
brings us that Christ, ' . L

Another thing whicfl sontritutes to the undermining of unq_ue:stioning
faith in the Word of God,and, therefore, to religious indifference among our
{C B, 3-U48,1.3) -3 e
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" Nazareth crucified, even though he publicly stated: 'T find in him no fault

-

.. At shallower and weaker, Here is what no less a one than Jesus sayst " He

.. months a year, for eight, ‘ovfelve,,jixteeq, oI €ven more years, be.subjected

o saylngtha‘d this is the only cause of religious” indifference among’ gur’ par-
" ishioners;  nor ars we saying that in other ages -there have not been other

. consciencé knews %o be the truth of God, if by ing

. they are spiritually discerned, "(1 Cor. 2, 14)

_a certain amount of formal education. The amount (amount, that is, in terms
" of the time spent in ketting it) of formal education which sach perspn re-

; erstanding of that fact, far oo Little testifying publicly to that fact.

parishioners is Eresent in the hearts of every one of thems +that is the 014
Adan with h¥s cringing plea for peace at any price. Pilate ordered Jesus of :

at all,"(Jghn 18,.°38)¢ and he did so because he believed that that would
bring him péace with the moWbing Jews. Our 0ld Adam and the 014 Adam 6 our
parishiéners is evety #eady to have ue sacrifice that which our sanctified
will of those about us. It is mo easy thing to stand up for God's truth
Whén"thaﬁ“j;,i'uth'gdés against the natural will of men about usy it takes
that courage which is born of God. 'But thé 0ld Adam does not deal in termg
of the divine; “M"For the natural man' receiveth not the things of the Spiris
of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them because

o So, then; not only the manifestly evil things ‘but alsc the apparently |
good ‘things; used apart from faith, or in opposition to faith in Christ, are =
vehicles of the devil, the world, and our flesh. That is the general truth,

y Way of particularizing, let ug single out one thing, viz., %he educational
system of the.world, which has g great effect upo
- and. their children, .

b

4 us and our parishioners ;

. Perhaps this subject, that of formal education, is of more importance
%o us. in our day than i% has been to other Luthersns in other days, for a
schooling of one kind or another bhas among us become the common thing; every
child in the United States (as far as we know) isg required by law 'to  obtain

ceives is constantly rising; where once an eight-grade education was con=-
-sidered to be the usual thing, now a high scheol edication is considered to
be the usual thing, and a College education has, perhaps, ‘ecoe as Sommon
as a high school education used to be. . :

" That fact by itself ig Rol something dangerous.  But ‘here. is what is
dan erous: The schools which our parishioners, our Lutheran Christians, .at=
tend are-not, in the main, schools which educate them in the Gospel of Christ§
For no education is a neutral thing, being neither for Christ nor against
Him, neither deepening and strengthening faith in the Word of God nor making

that is not with'mé is against me, and he that gathereth not with me ‘scabter;

eth abroad.™(Matth. 12, 30) We live in a fools! paradise if we -suppose- that
the young among our rarishioners can constantly, five days a week, nine -

to a training in which thei'e,:,i.s ‘no 'niblicalzghz‘ié,t ~without ha,ving‘" some in-
.difference toward Chrigt bécome a partof their edcation. It amounts to
sheer arrogance over toward God to suppose that we can give our ¢hildren an

that.Word saye  ™The soul of edusation ig the edutstion of the souls and

that is more .thar a clever turn of words:; it i's'the"si@lg‘f‘f,act’, Among us

there has been far too little recognition 0f that. fact, far' too little un—

e t, theh, that bhere is among our parishionsrs a growing in- :
difference in regard to religious"matte'zjs, 50 the written ¥ord, and:to Christ
is hardly a matter of accident; it is ‘the Tésult of training. We are not

agencies of which the devil has made Just as effective use. But we are
s_,ay.ing__thi’?:  In our-day, in our couniry, among our parishioners, a main
(C‘B._D.I‘") DR - . -~ L]. - ) " ‘ . ) -



cause, if not the main cause, of religious indifference is the failure on
the part of our church, especially of those who watch for souls as they that
mst give account, to train the pecple in a Christian, a truly evangelical
attitude toward formal education. .

But we shall miss the point entirely and faily in the purpose farwhich
this paper was assigned if we do neot recognize the fact that the bdlame for
the growing indifference among ocur parishioners must in some measure, larger
or smaller, be laid on our doorsteps, the doorsteps of us pastors. Breth=
ren, I say that, not as one who wishes to make himself an all-knowing judge
of you, but"as ocne who must examine nis own Seelscrge, who must with you give
an account, either with grief or with joy. You and I have the 0ld Adam in no
less a measure than do our parishioners; the natural will in ues fights Just
as hard azainst the things of God as does anyone's 0ld Adam. And the 0ld Adam
in pastors gets things done, just as he does in anyone elge.

Is this gquzastion out of place: Has there not been a growing tendency
among us not to point out, publicly in the pulpit and otherwise, the errors
which militate against the truth of God? Is it not true that a pastor who
carefully, evengelically, but definitely warns his congregaticn against this
or that error, and that.in terms which admit of no misunderstanding, is all
too often by his fellow pastors, as well as by his congregation, adjudged as
one who is tearing down the walls of Zion and not building them up? The fact
that he may be putting those whom the Holy Spifit has already entrusted to
his care on guard against spiritual dengers 1s often lost sight of in the say-
ing of this, that he is driving people away from the church. We recognize
that truth is, first of all, a positive thing, and that he who is forever
warning against false doctrine, without preaching encugh of the true doctrine
. in an evangelical way, may well fail in his purpose, however sincere he may be.
- But we also recognize this, that Scripture brings the positive inte clear re-
lief by exposing the negstive. The Savior Himself did that, and that in a way
which could be understood by anyone who understood the language which He spoke.
Z.G., Jesus did not say: !"Beware oficertain kind of leaven, which I shall
now describe to you, but the source of which I shall not name.® EHe said: "Be-
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees."(Matth.15, 6) He
named names. And is it totally without significance for our work as guard-
ians of souls that the Lord, in teaching the positive truth of the Moral Law,
used the negative in eight out of ten commandmenis? '

Is it out of place to suggest that we, out of a zeal which has not al-
ways been according to knowledge, have failed to point cut errors, together
with the sources of those errors, to cur people? This question is certalnly
in place in connection with our parishioners' attitude toward heterodox Luth=-
erans., ZEven a cursory reading of the veriodicals of our church bodies in
former years and of books of sermons bublished by men in our synods in for-
mer years will show that our fathors considered it their duty, not only %o
prescnt the truth, but o point out that which is contrary to the truth and
to warn also against the sources of those false doctrines. -

It would be easy, very easy, of course, simply to preach the truth
publicly and teach it privately without teaching and preaching against errors
and the source of errors. And yet that would not be the Whole counsel ef
God", mnor would it.be according to Scripture. Here is vhat the Lord had te
say about Zion's watchmen in the days of the Prophet Isaiah:t "His watchmen
are blind; they are all ignorant; they are 211 dumb dogs; they cannot
bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs
which. can never have enough, and they are shepherds. that cannot understand;
they all look to their own way, every one for his gnin, from-his quarter.™
(Is. 56, 10.11)  Brethren, before we say: This is not addressed to us at

(C.B. 3-48,p.5) _ - 5=
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431, let us take a good,- long, intimate look.at-the. 0Id Adar witidin ourselires?
"and seé for sure whether or not this applies. to.us:ig any -degree, =4 watch=
dog is supposed to bark when.there is _dangers a dumb watchdog is no good.
A watchman on the walls of Zion - and that medns.us -:is supposed to cry out
when danger ig approaching, and that not in g general way but in a definite,
‘particular way, a way tHat really points t6 the danger and to its -source.
The Lord through Isaisn complained bitterly about those of His watchmen whg =4
do not cry out against danger. = And before wé say that these words: ~YThey
‘all-lodk %o their owm way, & wry ons £62 his gain", camnot apply to us, Let
us .search and-see whethei'or not our 0id Adam has ever made us take the easy
path by not pointing outb.danger. at alr . (3 certain, definite danger), or by A
pointing in all directions’ at ‘once so tHat no one who heard us could tell for .iA
sure from where the dangér was coming, - S :
For we do- recognize that there is » growing religious indifference am
mong our parishioners; and we are interested in the causes which contribute
to’ that fact: ' We' should be unfaithful stewards if we did not first look to
curselves and our own attitude toward consistent- testimony to the written
Truth. - Even Chaucer said of his parsoa:. T ' -
B ' "This noble ensamole to his sheep he yaf,

- That first he wroghte, and afterwards he. taunghtes -

Out of the zospel he tho wordes caughtes:
© And this Fizure he added eek there-to, -
That' if mold riiste, what ghal iren dot"
) _'(Caz;t.'; Tales, Prologue, lines 496-50Q) - -
When we ask.ourselvess What isithe curd for religious indifference;
" ,among.our parishioners? there ‘can be only one answer, and that is St. Paulfs
inspired direction to Pastor Timothy: . "Preach the word; be instant in sea=
§on, out of season; reprove, rehike, exhort with all longsuffering and doc=
trine."(2 Tim, 4, 2) There is only one ool which the Lord has given ud, the
. *abarers in-Hig vineyard, and that ig Bis Word., The ‘better we know that Word
ourselves and the more unhesitatingly we believe it curselves, the better
shall we be egquipped to meet religious indifference, thaf is, indifference to
~ the written Word, oLl Sl T - ’

-

That Word is made up of Law and.Gospel; . these two doctrines are as
different from each other ag day is from night.. We cannot learn.that fact.
too well for- curselves, nor can we too well make use of that fact in our mine |
istry. For it can.easily be shown that the Bagic trouble, of  those sectari-
an's who still maintain that the Bible is the Word of God, is Just this, that.
they confuse Law and Gospel. Because they do that, the Law loses its. deman—
ding, threatehing, condemiing character, and the Gospel leses equally as
muich of ifs’ saving power. Thus the salvation of man is made by.the sectarie
ans. to depend'in some degree or other, upon man himself; the doctrines of
the sects have Tinally the same common denominator as Romanism = salvation
by works. If we begin to fail in sharply distinguishing between Law. and
Gospel; we are redicing our doctrine to -the: same Jevel; there will be less -
and’ less’ difference between our doctrine and that of.the-.sects. ¥e tay- be’

th&t our Lav is made intd a kind of Gospel and our Gospel - into's kind of Leiw,
so - that finally we have ‘neither. A . - :

. _So, when we agk: ‘“WHat is the cure for ‘Teligious indifferemce? we
say only: Let us preach the Law as Law ond the Gospel as Gospels let us
never mingle the two. ‘And let us bescech.the Holy Spirit to guide us aright -
so that we never nisapply either Law or Gospel. - Eere we can do no better

: -6 = o
(C.2. p.6) o (Con't next issue) -




than to urze ohe another to read and reread.and study and restudy what our
confessions have to say about the. distinctien between Lav and Gospel and,.
especially, also, -Df. Walther's gem, "Law and Gospell.. The pastor does not
live.who bas drained that work of Dr. Walther, dry of the Water of Life,
, Let us, then, preach the Law, And in the Law the First Table stilleomés
first., It is foolish to begin speaking about-what God demands of man over to=
ward man until we have well taught that which God demands of us over toward
Himgelf, : _ e

Here, then, is the First Commandment!  "Thou shalt have no other god.s
before MEM, and this still means: We should fear, love, and trust in God above
all things." We need to keep this before.our pecple: That whatever militates
against undivided fear, love and brust in the Triunec God is sin. And we need
to make this plain: That God desires, demands, in fact, that He be feared,
loved, and trusted according to the writter Word. Any proposed system of
fearing, loving, and trusting God which is zpart from that Word is sin. We
mist say that, say it fearlessly, say it publicly. We must preach this command-
‘ment as that which it is — Daw. *t condemns any departure from that faith in
God which Be Himself has rovealed.. That is fo-say, it condemns indifferentism;
it makes religious indifferencec to be sin., We mist say ‘that.

And here is the Becord. Commandment:.  "Thou -shalt. not take the name of the
Lord, thy God, in wvain®, and that etill means: "We should . « . call upon it
(God's name) in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.” This command~
ment is likewise only Law, not Gospeliat all. 1% condecmns any praying to any
neme other than the Name 'which is above every name, it rules out such a thirg
as promiscuous prayer; it makes it a sin for our people to jJoin with those
who do not recognizo.Josus as the Sor of God and the only Savior. It is.
strictly against. that attitude which we have menticncd, this: That any reli=-
gion is all right, so long as onc is sincere in it.. For it is the written
Word of God which tolls us what the Namo of God is, Tovealing fhe fruc God. -
to ws. ' In othor words, to pray to God, or worship. some- god, apart from that
Word is sins thore is nothing good in it at 211, We must koep on saying
thats tc fight against rcligicus indifferencC ameng our narishioners we must
Ecep on proaching the Second Commsndment as that which it is ~ Law, nothing
but Law, which condemns rcligious indifference. : :

" And here is tho Third Commdndment: MRemomber the Sabbath Day to keep i%
holy"; ‘and this still monns:. "We should . . » deom it (God’s Word) holy and
gladly hosr 'and learn it." This is Law, %oo. If condemns an attitude like
this: - Let us have peace among the derominations in the churchj what if we
must yicld a point here and thore? For thatb Word is-holys - it is secred, I%
is not for us to tamper with; wo fly straight in the face of God Himsgelf, if
we presume to cut and trim the holy Word according %o what we may think to be
the desirable minimum, And that.momns the whole Word. —— Here is where
we may make spécial roferonce 3o the indiffercent.attitude of our parishioners
toward heterodox lutheranism, For it does not lic within cur province to sayt
We may recognizec’ as brethren those who crr in nerhops ont or tWo non-fundas
mental doctrincss -that is.strictly.a sin according to this Third Commandment.
We must, -as surcly as we rccognize’ that God herc demands a holy awe for all

is Word, demounce as sin any doctrinc which.goos agninst any part. of Bis
Words and that meoans that we must call roeligious indifference by its right
name - sin. We must contimic to-proach and teach the Third Commandment for
what it is - Law, thc wholc way through. - : -

We ean: so teach thoe FPirst Tablo in the confirmetion classcs (both chil=.
dren's ond adults!); .. wo rmet continuc to build on the foundation 1aid in the
confirmation instruction. Here we can mmke uso of the pulpit, the voters!
(C.3. bb8,p.3) - L i o
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meetings, the ladies! aig meetings, the young he) .
that this may be clear; We are not urging that any pastor harp on the false
doctrines of other denominaticnsg, Iutheran or non~Iutheran, ‘so-mich of the
time that hisg parishioners never have g chance to find out whag the. true doc=
trine is and to appreciate it., And 1t goes with a

eople’s meetings, etc. 8o

whom we speak, will always be our guide when we speak of false doctrine ang of
those who teach it. What we are saying is the: . We mst point out those falge
doctrines: that tempt cspecially our people, and.we must)make clear %o them the

source of thosge doctrines, and we mist, on the basis of the First Table of the
Law, condem thoge false doctrines, L

+
hY

‘ Having tmg taught aright the Pirss Tadble,
Second, and show that God demands of ug love for
according to knowlecdge, Imowledge of the Word, -
: N

we can sa"::é'q.'y 20 on to the
our noighbo;-, love which ig

And we must keep on proaching the Gospel in all its sweetness

- Temove religious indifference one bit if we flavor the sweetness of the Gospel >

, with the acrid taste of the lay, If.we 2pe’the sects and make of the Gospol of
salvation a social Gospel, onc some degree or another, we shall be making .our !

doctrine like theirs, -and we shall be. fostering, not fighting,

-9

erence, f

~ This means that it ig our duty to preach God's love in Christ in such g
-Hanner as to cause a man; when the Holy Spirit has 1ed him to believe that
.. which we I'Jrcach,‘ to desire nothing else but -that, The Gospel is' good news: i¢
is all good news. There is no burden laid on.us-in the Gospel, and we:must be’
SVST on our guard lest we mako.it appear that the Gosy

ishioners a burden 4o carry. UNo, it takes the burde i ) :
said: MCome nnte 18, all ye that Iabor and are heavy- laden, and I will give

. You rest" (Matth. 131, 28), He vas inviting us o
let Him do the’labor that attaches to sin, This is to say that we cannot be
0¢ £33 gs language which we use to present the Gospel to
QUr péople; for with the bogt of inteations we can make 1% appear that the
) Gospel is a new-kind of law, a higher kind, perhaps,, but a law still, as tho .
; through thé Gospel God were making somc kind of demsnd of us. No, the messag
of the Gospel is just thiss That all of God's'demand.s have been met, HAVE
BEEN met, " Heére, in the Gosp&l, is the Christ of the Active Obedience; He hag -
satisficd, in our place, evory demand which God has oven made of us .through
His Law; "Christ is the end of the Law for rightcousness”, (Rom. 10,4) And
here is the Christ of the Passive Obediences He_has_"sa.‘bis‘ﬁ.ied -every demand
which God's Law hag gver made-with regard to our punishmedt ‘for »sin: . -"There
is no more offering“for sinm, ® +(Beb.10, 18) Here ‘is-the whole. Christ offered
to us in thé Gospel; here He'is; with the good nows that - all .of Godls de=
mands have ‘been met: for us, that peacec with God hag been perfected.
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This is how we must preach tho @gspel, so that those ﬁrho',heazj us undere
stand that God is satisficd with them; verfectly satisficd with them, in Chris

. We ought to tale specinl note-of that with rogard. to our preaching of
"sanctification, For 1t is the' Gospol,. not the Law, .which produces.the sance
" tificd Christian’ 1ife. .24, whon we speak-these: words of Christ: YIf any

-man will come after me, lot:him deny himself and take up his cross and fo;l.loW-__
me'l, (Mabth, 16, 24). we mst present the central thought of those words as
that which it really is, as Gospel,: good news, not as a domand. For here
Christ is inviting us 4o walle in His company: amd that is an easy yokes that
is a light burdon. When we oxhort our people. to flee the world that would dee-
ceive them, we muist present that as that which i% really is - Gospel: for
herc . Christ is actually offoring our ‘people this boon, through faith in
Him, that they are sparcd the deceit of the world, . spared-the worldis punishe
ment, and reccivg, instcad, the inheritance of a son, When we urge our -
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peoble- to serve Christ, to.do whatscever they do to the .glory of God, we must
offer-that as that which it is —-Gospel; we must say it this way: The Gospel,
the good ne;w's from Ged, is so. complete that God’ig actually giving you, sipmer
that you are, the privilege of serving the Living God; God 1is cubting you
off, through faith in Jesus, from the service of sin, ‘and putting you into the
service of righteousness. And that is. Gospel; that i's good news. .
When the Gospel is tims presented, and when it is thus believed, then it
becomes a joy for the béliever to uphold that Gospel. _He wishes nothing %o
come in and take away any sweectness from i3’ he desires no admisture of  anmy
wind. "He is not indifferent o that kind of Gospel. To him it becomes, not a
burden, but a privilegc to be on guard against anything that would in the smal~
lest degree take away the fullsess of the good news in Christ. - The thing
is just that simple; where therc is -growing faith in the Gospel, there there
will be lesscening religious indifferencc. : '

And, we ought to add, let our scrmons be written with prayer; let our
preaching and teaching be done with:prayer, tho praycr that the “oly Spirit
will take our poor fumbling words and make them the very vesscls of grace, .the
grace of God in Jesus Christ. - : ’

Having tanght and preached in this way, let us sock, under Geod, to putb
the Gospel to work (it is the power of God) in our parishioncrs‘ whole life.
The Gospel is therc for all the days of the  week, not only for Synday. The
Gospel is for all that we think and say and do, not only for that vhich is put
directly into the service of God in the Church. We tostify to that Gospel, we
build a rampart against religious jndifference, not only by our vocal testimony
to the Gospel, but also by walking in thc gracious 1ight -of the Gospel in all
that we think and say and do. : .

Herc we Gannot kecep from reverting to a subject mentioned on a previous
page. Let us put this gospel to work (it is the power of God) in the formal
education of our childrem. Let us cndavor, under God, through faith in this
very Gospel, to train our children the whole way in this Gospel Put negative-
1y ~ let us cease, pleasc God, giving eur children a $raining that is indiff-
erent to the Word of God and then expecting unswerving loyalty to that Word of
God from them, Lot us stop. thinking and acting as though the Gospel of Christ
werc. somcthing that is to be added to other things, a kind of frosting on the
cake,. Mo, thc Gospel is the .first ingrodient of the Christian life; the .
Nadding" is done to the other things. This 1s what Josus Himself says: "Seek .
gye first the Kingdon of God and Eis rightecusness,” and all these things
chall be added unto you."(Matth. 6, 33) Here is what the Lord said to ‘the Is=
raelites in the day of Moses: "These words which 1 command thee this day shall
be in thine- heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
chalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down and when thou risest up. " (Deut.6, 6.7) To
do that Tor our children is the privilege " of one who believes the Gospel,
not a burden for-him; %o keep our children remembering the Gospel all the
time is a mart of the yoke that is easy and the burden that is light. But how
shall we do this, if we give a major part. of our children's training over to a
system in which the Gospel of Christ does net, can not, reign supreme? Are we'
not trying to gather grapes of thorns and figs of thistles when we do not seek:
to put:the whole training of our children under the influence of the Go spel?

We are here pleading the cause of the Christian Day School, and we are
saying that that system, used aright, is onme of the mightiest agencies which
we have for combating religious indifference. Let us not, brethren, -make the
mistake of hesitating to urge the causc of the Christian Day School in our con=
gregations bocause of mistakes which others may have made in connection with
this systom, or Dbecause of an apparcnt- failurc of such~and such a school %o de.
(C.B. i=i48,p.5) -9 - '
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the work which we thought it should do, TFor onme thing, the teaching of Godls
Word is never a“failufe.,+ And for enother, we are here talling about-the teache: .
ing of the. GOSPEL, Lét us wuse that Gospel (it is 'the-power of God) &g

correct and improie ouischools, Nor ought we shrink from establishing and magi
taiming such. schools because the world around us may not -happen:to,like them, .
The maintaining 6f Chiristian schools does not -czp esate the differsnce betwe
the Christian.and.the worid: it simply brings that difference into- bolder: re=
lief, As certainly as we wish %o fight against religious indifforence among o
parishioners, let -us not tremble and fear in this:matter, but let us, through
faith in the very Gospel which we wish %o advance, take the necessary steps,
That Gospel promisc is still there-which tclls us that faith can move mountaing
Faith; faith in thc Gospel which we proach ~ that is the.thing which ve need,

And we are also pleading the cause.of Christian high schools and Christi
collcges.. For does a child ceasc to oC-a child when it graduates from the cight]
grade, and docs the nced for the Gospcl wane when ome possesses s high school
diploma? Where is the Christian paront who, when he thinks it through, does no
desire that his children receive their whole formal education under the life-gziw
ing rays of the Gomspel? And where is the Christian, the Lutheran, pastor whoy |
when he thinks it through, will not agree that one of the best things which he
can do, under God, to combat religious indifference is to work for such Christisn
training? It is a thing not at all apart from his calling: 1% is not foreign g
his field. It is‘ in fact, a part of his calling; of his God-gziven work. For
if 4% be a pastor's duty ( and it is) %o warn his people against worldliness, -
how much is it not his duty to.warn against tre worldliness of a Christlegs edu
cation? And how much is it not his duty to pray and work for Christisn oducati

© We arc awarc that there are many hindrances. to such worky ..some conld be
listod heore, however, we all know.them well. But brothren, we approach’ this
thing as those who have the Gospel (it is the power of God), as thosc who belie
in that Gospel. We vicw this thing as thosc who pray the Holy S irdt to make &
these words of Jecsus come $ruc in our lives! "Scck ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all thesc things- shall -be added unto you." ZIek usnoty
make the mistake of Peier, who lodked at ‘the wave and forgot, momentarily, about:
the mighty ‘Savior béhind ity let us not count our wesknesses so mich that we
forget the power of the Gospel which we preaeh; it is the pawer .o f Go d.. Le
us not count the hindrances so much that wc forget that we, eoven now, possess th
best that there is ns an overcomer of hindrances, the Gospcel dof Christ., ILet us
récognize ‘that a thoroughly Christian, thoroughly. biblical, and therefore, a t
roughly Lutheran education is Just about the best means we have right now.of.
fighting réligious -indifférdnec. And fhen let.us go to work for that thing in .
faith in the Gospel 6f Christe .~ S e ST ,
7. . Indeed, in the past and in the présent many .of, Sur pastors. have been worlk-
ing for fhis very fhing. - But we make bold to sfy that we have barely scratched
the sirfrde: of: our field of Christian education. What, -brethren; .4f.we should -
all dig déeplyt Vhat goldy &ilver, and prezisus sboncs should we not find ! What
if all the-pastors in this conference would go. home and being to sound,and eons=-
"tinue to sound'the-néte of the Gospel, the tlear, sweet, heartenming, eneouraging
noté of the Gospél of Jesus, "in conreetion with Christian- education? Why, bre
thren, tht mountain of hindrances that we seo.wonld move as a molchill, and the
moving of ‘that seeming Bmountain would bo. as.tho cutiing-of a blade of grass.com=
paréd to'the felling of a mighty redwood. = . i N -
»  God grant that we become and remain, all’ of us, faithful heralds of Godls.
Word among ocur parishioners,in all that we do; +hat wo speak the Law faithfully:
sO that our peonlc moy know what the Law condemns and that it comdemns thems
that we speak the. Gospel faithfully and joyfilly so that they may know that it
has freed them perfoctly from all condemmntich. Having thus grounded our people
-on the onc Foundation, which is already laid, we $hall have done all that thers
is to do in combating religious indifference among our parishioners. '
e R SO0LI DEO. GLORIA T a= S.A. Dorr
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A Tritute to_the Bev. J.R. Runholt

Yo' doubt most, if not all, our readers have been made acquainted
with ‘the fact ‘that our co~lsborer,’ the Rev. J.R. Runholt, has been trans—
lated to the Church Triumphant. Pastor Runholt:was in rather poor health
about seven years ago - his ailment heart trouble, But, by carefully re-
gulating his activities he in time menaged to rally to the point where he
could carry on his work without any serious effects - so .1t seemed, How-
ever, the strain of the unusual amount of effort which he.put forth, esp-
ecially during the last two yeéars, proved to be too mch for him, so that
: 'he- late Tuesday night, March 2nd, after seveﬁa‘l severe attacks, was gra=

clously relieved of all further suffering. e had suffered a serious at-
tack several weeks before, but no one knew of it except one of his mem~
bers. Yet, his paseing away was a surprise %o even his: doctor, whom he
" had just consulted on the afternoon before his finai attacks. He had at-

tained to the age of but forty-six years.

 Having served the congregation from whence the deceased went forth
" fhto the minmistry, we came to know him rather well. 'He was one of those
“ pagtors in our midst who put out a prodigous amount of work and with the
“least lfanfa;:i"ei’.'," We frequently had occasion to have e long and informal
“¢hat with him, and by piecing togéther remarks made here and there we
““came to see that the work in his field called for a. tremendous amount of
-~ effort. and energy. Few pecple were aware of the hardships with which he
' “had to contend, both with respect to the lack of thils @qo.rld's.. goods and
- in regard to the difficulties presentad by the rugged country in which he

< i1gbored. He would not have been able to make ends meet, had it.nob been

“‘for the repeatel genercus assistance on the part of his.brothers and sie-
‘terg, W, ile heart trouble wag the immediate cause of his death -- to us
_untimely == the indirect cause was over-wérk, which we: can .say without
fear of contfadiction. For example, during one period shortly befors his
_end' he conducted 15 services and trayeled between 2366-and 2400 miles in
“carrying out his ‘duties in just 8 deys. Hg 1iterally gave his all in his
work, R : s, o= o

Those acquainted with Pastor Runholt's ministry will agree that he
was congervative to the core, denduncing the very shadow and semblance of
sin, and yet so chartiable and evangelical as to give comfort and sustain-
ing hope to the most wretched of éimners. May the Lord make us.all such
faithful hearalds of the Gospel. And, may He further move us not.only to

- pray "the TLord of the harvest that he would send forth laborers into his

" harvest", but aleo to do our utmost to encourage talénted and consecrated
young men to devote their lives to. the harvesting. We simply have: to re-
“cruit more laborers for the King's business, especially now, or we. shall
' ‘be hastening’ to their ‘end more of our pastors, who will find themselves

“in places and situations where the demands on their time and strength are
‘too extausting for the preservation of their health and for, the adequate
performance of all the service s required by their particulsr charges. IS
" certainly behoves us to budget our time and to. expend ourselves wisely.

Moy the memory and example of our fellow-laborer spur us on to "make
full. proof: of our ministry.":. Ve M,H, Otto



Preparinz for the Gonveniign,

By authority of our Fresident, A.M. Harstad, we make the following
announcenent:? '

All board and committee reports to the Synod should be in the hands
of the President by not later than May 7th, so that.they may be printed
in the Convention Handbook in the following week. Pastors are likewise
asked to send him the names of their delegates by May 15th., (Handbooks
for the delagates will be send to the respective pastore).

Higher_apd.¥gn

"To keep pace with the younger set, we wish to announce the birth of
a son, John Raymond, Jamuary 15th, In this way the clergy may be informed
that we are still here, living and propsering", quoting Pastor R. Branstad.
_ +e. Another pastor informs us that Mrs. C.J. Quill has likewise entered
inté her eternal rest to join her sainted pastor-husband.... It might in=-
_terest’the brethren to know that Paster L. Vangen has accepted the call
to the mission in Tacoma, Washington, very likely moving. there after Eas=
ter; Pastor Merseth will then take up his work in the Fartile parisheces
Concerning Dr. Ylvisaker s "Behold He prayeth!, Pastor Oesleby writes, it
surely deserves the most widespread circulation possible., I think we
ghould try to get our congregations to undertake nailing a cepy to each
home in the congregation. And we pastors should mall® a copy to that
room-mate or other friend from seminary days." "He also calls attention

to .the fact that the Technygraph Company (Techny, -I11) is putting out a
Ngivided" stencil for church tulletins and similar work; so does the
Mimeograph company.... Whether the remarks on the fore-going page will be
considered bad taste or unethical, we do not know; however, we feel fhis
loss as keenly as that of a blood~brother, and have long.fell. that he was
one of those workers in our midst gbout whom little was ‘known, at times
abovt whom not many seemed to be concerned. If we (the undersigned must
&. vhat .msre toc) give ourselves to the work as he did we shall accomplish
p.acthing in our Synod...

" Yes, it's on the samé old subject - what follows = but we. shall try
to be brief. In the remaining months of March and: April our Synod has to
raise about $11,500 (about $3,000 plus for Home Missions,$780 for BLC,
$1400 for Seminary and $6,000 for the Synod Tund), That thére is suf-
ficient cause for us to be really alarmed and to do something about est=
ablishing a system for regular giving for synodical purposes is the fact
that during the whole month of ‘February the amoun® con¥ributed for these
4 funds was just $1290. Yes, you read correctly. We simply have to be
honest with our people and $ell them what the situation is - I for one am
going to do just that. " Just remember, for example, that congregations
which take only the six "special® offerings will not be raising 5¢ for the
Synod Fund which this yesar had a budget of about $10,000, -or '1/5 of the
Synod's total budget. Our Synod's fiances is something over which we
might well lose some sleep, We can't face our pecple on.the Convention
floor of Synod and announce a dsbt when we haven't acquainted them with
the facts while there was still time to do something about avoiding a
deficit. ' = Yes, you are tired of reading this "hammering away" at fin-
ances; we are equally tired (and becoming more hesitant each time) about
writing about it -- but what else can your Finance Board.do? Enough.~-Ed,

"The Christian Church gathers and unites, but this it #oes not through
mere external unions and organizations, which ignore the essential factor
of unity in doctrine, but through witnessing unto, and confessing, the Word
of God and faithfully adhering %o this Word .of fruth in opposition to all
doctrinal deviations,"(Of Jn.17,20) = from Dr. Pieper's "What is Christ-
ianity and other essays", p.l05f.



m———— Lo o = T LelemmiiTme t ———— B
=T < ;
~ §

oS

a . o ULERGY BULLETIN N .

Pub, by auth. of Pagtrl Conf.- Nor, Synod

j-///vol. VII  laulef, Iowa, - Apr., 1948  No. 6

. 8 6 & F o s 0 s 5 e s 4.8 s 0 e a e 6 & e 8 s Fl0 o 8 .5 wra s 8

Cur _Synodical Convention .

__Regardless of what you have heard concerning the date for the same,
whether official or un-official, the Synod will hold its Convention, D.v.,
from June 6th-10th, yes, that is right] This early date is .necessary bew
cause of something that pertains to the Synodical Conference meeting. This
1s sufficiently official, since it comes from our own President. :

_4s in previous years, a Convention Handbook will be printed. All com=
mittee and Board reports to the Symod should be in the hands of the president
not later than May 7th for inclusion in said remort, or handbook., If such re-
ports can be ready sooner, so much the better, Iet's repeat last year's good
record, : :

FROGRAM - Genoral Pastoral Conference

1. Biography of H./A. Preug — —= = = = = = = = = = ~ = = by A, Strand
2. Biography of J.4., Ottesen = = = = « = = = = = =« = 1 I8, Guttebo (1)
3‘ 'lschwagerehe" T ms e 4 e wa ew s em e wm s tm o owr m b om = N r. R, Weyla.nd.

k. Woman's position in Church and State = —— — = = = ' D, Pfoiffer

5. Sermon = = = = = = - m e e n e el L e P M, Gullerud
Critic e 3 s H g B H t . ¢+ ¢ U.L. Larsen”
"6, Hy T, Revision = = = = = = m o = = o m = = - L. Va.ngen
.7+ Veterans! Orgenizations . = — = = = = = = = = = = =" B, Yivisaker
8. The Parsonage = = == = = == === ===« " JA, Potersen
" 9. Exegesis of James ( ) m e = - - = J.R. Runholt (%)
10, Cooperation in Extornals == = = = = = = = = w == 1 G,0, Lillegard

11, Committec to review minuites = = = = ~ = = = = = ¢ Vangen~Guldberg

Additional Items on the Program: o ,
&, Report from Committece on Contennial Litorature (S.C. Ylvisaker,
Chr, Anderson, T.N. Teigen)
_b. Report on Boy Scout Question by S.E. Lee, M.B. Tweit, J.N., Petersen

c. Report from committoc (B.W, Teigen, M.E. Tweit, C.M. Gullerud) on
suggcstions for cssays on-topic of the "Church®

‘d. Report from Catechism Committoe
E '  Ee Juul B, Ma."d.spn '

Secretary General Confercnce

(We hope the ‘officers of the Gén, Conf. will' favor us with a ‘schodule for
the conforence that will takc carc of at least the routinc mattors, -Ed.)

-



Yotes from the Registrar's Office

- N pm rw e TEe we Gw ma we m e

We are mailing (gratis) a copy of the FITELIS to all the pastors of the
Synod. It is part of our advertizing campaign. Use them to show pros-
pective students how life gocs on at Bethany. Leave them in your Chureh
parlors so that your pcople may cxaminc thom, '

There are many pastors -im the Syrod who Have ndt ‘sent in a list of proe~
pective students. Every congrogation surcly has some prospective studonts.
Scnd us their names, and we'll sond them a fow copics of the Scroll and a
copy of the eatalog. - '

lg any pastors of the Synod would likc some onc from thc College to help
thom persuade students to attond Bethany, wo shall try to have somc one
comc out. Prof., Galstad is now on the road, and he is willing to do that
work, I may be ablc tc go out ¢n somc weckends, If you have particular
quostions to ask, drop us a line aad we'll try to nnswer them,

As of today ( pril 12) we have 24 now applications for next fall, 3ut we:
are graduating two large classcs in the spring.

Today I just roccived the new catalog of Concordia College, lMoorhcad, Minn,
Where our total cost for the year for board, room, tuition, and student
fees is $425.00, their cost is $725.00. And that mcans that you would not
gct the highest price room in the dormitory nor the best meals at the cafo~
teria. I have not reccived the new St. Olaf or Luther catalegs, but I
thihk that the cost thorc would be similar to Concordia.  Let your pros=
pective students know about that if thoy arc inclined to go to any of these
institutions., - - C : s o ' '
o -=B, W Teigen.

So_Church Bodigs_never Repontl .
"The Free Methodist Church had its’origin in fundamental differences -
which arosc in the .Gencgoe Conference.of %the Methodist Episopal Ghurch® dyr=,

ing thc decade 1850~60. T

8The founder was Rev. B.T. Roborts who, with several associatos Was ox= °
pelled .from thig conferenco.on various pretextsy but really because of his .
adhorenco to the original standards of Mothodism -as against the 'neW-school
Methodism", which Ye bolieved and declarcd was taking possession of the
church. Thees preachers, .with laymen-who.wero Uread -out” of their churches.
for sympathy and association with thc oxpelled ministors, .formed the now
organization '(that ig, tho Freo Moth, Ch. - Ed.) " at Pckin, N.Y., August
23, 1860,

"At the 1910 session of the Genesce Conferquee of .the ;Methoddst Church
at Rochester, N.Y., a full acknowlcdgemont was made of tho wrong done Rev,
B.T. Roberts 50 yoars beforc, and the ercdentials unjustly taken from him
werc restored to his sonm, ‘Rov, Bonson Roberts, at a public meeting appointed
for that corcmony. -Fow organizations cver tske the pains to right a-wrong ,
as that conforence did. The act was tardy, but it was donc well and whole-
heartedly." . R ) SO ' A

(From RELIGIOUS BODIES, Vol. 1I, Part 2, 1936 (Burcaum of Consus) p.1161

0 2 Spo
NOTE: wo give spacc to this becausc we werc at the Seminary told thgt ne
church body ever repenta of any wrong position it might have taken in the
Past . ""‘Ed.'

Iver Johnson, Candidate of Theology come Jdunc, is the pastor-clect
of the Lake Mille-Limec Crcck OChurchos; he will ‘be accepting:said calle

- 2w
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The meeting with the Finance Board of all Boards and Committees
requesting funds to carry on their work is hereby announced for July 13,
at 1:p.M. at Bethany College,

Yes, that is g chance from the original date announced at the Conw
vention, but it is necessary for two reasons: 1) in order to save the
expense (on part of the Finance Board) of meeting twice in such close suce
cession; 2) because the week of July 18th (the original date) is just the
week before our Chicago Conference, which might not be tqo convenient for
some of our men, : R = '

Therefore, please have your repregentatives present on July 13thj
whd, have your budget requests in the hands of the undersigned (Lawler,
Iowa) by July 10th. The Finance Board will have ite meeting to set wp
the budget for synodical purposes at 7:¢30 on July 1%th (P.M.), into the
next morning if necessary. p ’

2 Ma:. ottO' Fin. Bd.o Chm.

IS, & TEAT s

Congratulations to Pastor & Mrs., Nils Oesléby upon the birth of a
daughter == entire family in good health... Belated congratulations to
Candidate and Mrs. Iver Johnson (married July 13th at Thornton, lowa) and
premature ones to Candidate & Mrs. (to be) Hagen to be married within the
next week or so, May the Lord!s blessing rest upon all these our brethren
and, their homes} ’ .

On page 2 you will find the euggested schedule for our General
Pastoral Oonference to be held in Chicago July 27th to July 30th. The
Secretary adds, "Since all =~ or almost all - the pastors will have to be
in Chicago Monday night anyway, why not begin the opening session also
at 8130, or at least by 9:00 o'clock. In that way we might be able to
lop off an evening session.® He suggested a poll of the pastors on that.
THEREFORE will each pastor take it upon himgelf to drop a card to Pastor
J.B. Madson saying whether or not he can be present to Dbegin the confere-
ence, say, at 9:0'cdock on Tuesday morning) July 27tht DO IT AT ONGE §

"Some books are to be tasted;.others swallowed; and some few to be
chewed and digested" says Bacon. Among the last named class belongs algo ]
VOL. 1I of The Abidins Word of the Mo. Synod Centennial Series, That and
Vols I. make a library within themselves = a must on every pastor's shelf. -
The 2nd volume has reworked essays on such topics as "Holy Scripture The
Word of God", "Office, or Work, of Christ®, "The Grace of God®, "The Doc=
trine of Justification”, "Repentance®, "Sanctification', "Synergism", and
several on the MBANS OF GRACE, in general and in.particular; "The Iutheran °
Congregation®, "The Office of the Public Ministry", "Church Fellowship",
"The Lutheran Parochial School", and so on.3:$ 28 in all., Order from
Concordia Publishing House for $1060 plus postage.

For program for Pastoral Conference see April Clergy Bulleting
there will be extra copies of the program (on next page) on hand too, =Ed.

-]



. SUGHHSTED  SCHEDULE
foft
General Pastoral Conference

948
TUESDAYI ' 7 THURSDAY

b e g e e b SR [ . s . g y e ot 7 b s b g ot

10:00 ~ 10215 Opening Devotion (Harstad) 8:30 = 8145 Devotion (S.E.LEE) -

10:15 - 10:45 Preliminaries 8:45 - 8t55 Preliminaries
1) Roll Call 8855 = 9155 Cooperation in Externals
2) Proposed Program 9:55 LJ 10:15 Stud-y Of "ekklesia,"

3) Listing of Casuistry
L) Committee Proposals?

11230 ‘Woman's Position in the
Church (Pfeiffer)

a) Excuse Comt Quill & E, Ylvis. 11230 ~ 12¢00 Unfinished, business

b) Misc, Com: C.M. Gullerd, Vangen

10230

and Strand 1330 ~ '1:40 Devotion (Chaplain)
¢) Prog. Com} Otto, C. Anderson &  1:40 - 1:50 Preliminaries
J.N. Petersen 1150 -~ 3115 Casuistry
5) Proposed time of sessions - as in ,
schedule following. 3840 - Lis55 Unfinished business and
casuistry

1045 = 11155 Exegesist James (C.HANSON) 155 « 5300 Announcements and close.
11155 =~ 12:00 Announcements
7¢30 = 8:30 P.}M. Scrmon & Criticismi

1330 = 1:40 Dovotion (Chaplain Dorr) C.M.Gullerad & U.L.Larsen
1:40 = 145 Preliminaries . 8130 plus Unfinished tusiness, or
l:445 = 3215 Study of Yekklesial casuistry
3140 -~ 4355 The Parsonage (J.A.Petersen
Ltss -« 5800 Announcements & Closing ERIDAY
7:30 P.M. Communion Service ‘8130 - 9:45 Devotion (Lillegard)
8:l45 ~ 9100 Preliminaries
9300 = 10:15 Casuistry
WEDNESDAY
““““““ [ S 10$30 ~ 11:45 Unfinished business &
8:30 ~ 8i45 Devotion (Bremer) casuistry
8tls5 ~ 9300 Preliminarics 11:45 ~ 12200 Announcements & Close.

o.l..olisoloso.n'lio

9100 - 10t15 Excgesis in James
10:30 Tho study of 'ckklesis' as it is
uscd in the N.T. was assigned %o
4. Gullornd, T.N, Teigen, and A
Strand.

I

11!57 Coopcraticn in Extornals
(6¢:0.Lillegard)

L]
*
1:30 ~ 1240 Devotion (Chaplain) .
1:40 - 2:30 Schwagerche (Weyland) .
. "A numbor of items are to be on the
« program, somc of thom listed in last
. Clergy Bullotin, but I took tho lib-
. crty to have them posted under casus
. 1istry," = Sccy. J.B. Madson.

- [ 2 L] - » L) ® L] . -* - L] * L] - L] L] L L ] L ]

2:30 = 3¢15 Veterans' Orgn, (E, Yiv)

3140 - U200 Casuistry
Lyo0 = L4355 N.T. Revision
L4155 - 5300 Announccments & Closing



AS TO THE TECHNIGUE OF DEVELOPING THE CORRECT ATTITUDE OF CHASTITY
T
AMONG OUR YOUNG PEOPLE o

(Paper at the regular meeting of the pastoral conference,
of the Norwegian Synod, July 31 ~ Aug. 6, 1947 )

By the Sixth Commandment and passages which interpret this the Bible
demands a holiness which is as the holiness of God in this that it is per—
fect. This includes thoughts and emotions and desires as well as words and
deeds, facial expressions, the look of the eye, the movements of the body,
dress, anything which might show emotion, lust and provoke others to lust.

To say that no man is able to reach this holiness here in this life
is uttering a trite saying so far as our theology is concerned; but. to let
the implications of this theological statement reach down into the depths
of our heart with its cruel thrust is quite a different matter. It is strange
how brave we can be when we confess this regarding our own innate sinfulness
and corruption and when we preach it to others. Is there something wrong
sbout our preaching, that it can apparently leave our hearts so untouched by
this so terrible truth about our damnable unworthiness in the sight of God?

For in this whole matter of the sinful nature of all humankind, even
of Christians and of Christian pastors, we so often show a strange compla-
cency, Is it that we préach it to others and confess it so often for others
that this, too, becomes routine and commonplace? Can it be that we hawve
learned the lesson of confession of sin and of the forgiveness of sin tao
well, so that we are ready to recite this lesson to that accusing conscience
of ours at any and all times, to leave it in the kind of weace which is rather
evidence of a sleepy Christianity than of a living, earnest, abiding faith?
Can it be that the story of Bim Who suffered and died that we might have fore
giveness also from our personal sins against the Sixth and every other command-
ment has been heard so often by us and preached so often by us that that heav—
enly love of Christ which breathes from every word of that account no leaves
us cold, untouched by the greatest fire ever kindled:on earth?

For we must not forget that our preaching is the first and great means
that God has given us by which we may help our young people in their losing
battle against the temptations which fill the world as concerns the fSixth
Commandment? When I say "our preaching", you will all understand that this
presupposes a preaching of the Word of God as He has committed that Word to
men. But is our preaching "as the oracles of God"? Not simply conform to
the Word of God, but preached "with authority" as Christ preached, zealously,
earnestly, from heart to heart, with direct and personal reference, with con—
viction, damning where God's Word damns, comforting, assuring, blessing, re-
generating where the holy writers did this by thelr preaching? Do we preach
the Word of God as the fire it is, the bread and water of life that it is, as
the all-consuming wrath of God against sin and the life-giving power of God
that it is? Do we preach the Law and the Gospel as the very message of very
God? %et it be said again: any attempt to help our young people to a chaste
walk in the sight of CGod and men will fail unless it begins and ends in a
serious attempt to preach the Werd as God has called us to preach it ~— the
one vital remedy of wery Godl

That preaching need not be a crass and continual dinning of the Sixth
commandment, There is more real piety and modesty among our people than we
sometimes suspect, and that a Christian modesty which is easily offended when
a sermon flaunts openly those things which God Himself hag hidden behind the
fig-leaf and the coats of skins which He used to clothe Adam and Eve. To

(GQB- June ”4-8) - 1 o



preach the Sixth Commandment does not necessarily involve?tearing aside of

the veil which separates between modesty and immodesty. It deoes not mean that
it becomes necessary for an old-maid teacher in the public schools to show
that she, too, knows something about the ways of the world, and so %o lay
bare that before which angels and the pure among men still blush with shame,
God speaks of the orgens involved in the Sixth Commandment as 'our shame', In
that one expression our young people and old would find protection against
much of the levity and shameful words and acts to which they are tempted. And
let our pastors do what we can in our preaching and instruction to inculcate
this thought in the hearts and consciences of our hearers. Frankly, I do not
believe in much ado ebout sex instruction, either in confirmation classes,

in public sehools, in books and literature and the movies while the young are
still in their !teens, and for the very reason that it tends to tear down
what God has built by hiding these organs from the public gaze.

- To preach the Sixth Commandment is to wreach law and gospel in full
force, To preach the Sixth Commandment is to preach the holiness and purity
that God expects of His children. It is to show the beauty of  the Lord, His
loving care, His thoughtful concern as this is reflected in a Christian marri-
age and a Christian home, where He reigns with His blessing. It is to show
how God protects this institution of His by this very commendment, by which
those influences are banished which would destroy such a Chrristian home. To
preach the Sixth Commandment is to keep our young peonle in the holy company
of saints and angels where imrurity of thought, word and deed simply do not
belongs it is so to portray the dark filthiness of sin that a Christian
youth will abhor and shun it for Christ's sake Whose whild he is; it is so
to present the nurpose of the Sixth Commandment that the youth can not sepa-
rate its central thought from the love of God in Curist, from the thought of
the beauty of heaven, that home of which our Christian marriapes are to-build
an earthly model., The sins agsinst the Sixth Commandment will then appear as
the wicked and subversive foe that they are against that which the Christian
should regard as/most sacred, beautiful and blessed institution of God on
earth. This thought may be elaborated indefinitely.

In other words, it is our opportunity as Christian pastors to present
the love of one man and one woman, which is one foundation of Christian marri-
age, in its proper light and in contrast to that caricature which the world
too often presents. And let us for God's sake and before it is too late help
. our young people toward this view of the Sixth Commandment, in order that they
may by positive believing study of the Word 1ift their ideals high, breathe
the mountain air of purity and holy loving, and thus learn to hate what the
world holds out to us with all its damned divorces, adultery, fornication,
its dancing and its filthy movies, its pornographic best sellers, its drink-
ing and carousing and anything hy which scnsual ametites and lusts may gain
the upper hand, and teach men to love the nicture of a nude woman more than
they love the crucified Savior, to long for the soft flesh of a wicked har—
lot rather than the bosom of Him Who died for them, and to give themselves
over to the abandon of fiery lust rather than to sober contemplation of the
happiness God has prepared for His children even in thig life in the purity
of Christian marriage.

We come back to the one and great means God has put in our hands as
pastors to further chastity among our young people, snd we way it with all
force: "preach the VWord, be instant in season, out of season; reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” - 2 Tim. &4, 2,

2. Pray for our young people. Not merely in general. Here is some—~

thing specific for which we should pray as their shepherds, for which par-
ents and congregations should pray, and regarding which the young themselves

o



should be taught to pray. We beliewe what thé Word of God eays about prayer,
its promises, its efficacy; but are we pastors active in prayer also on this
point as those who really believe in it? Do we preach prayer as one of the
means by which God builds a wall of protection for our youtht

3. Then there is the problem of companionship, which may become a
matter of special study. We stand apparently helpless, viewing our young
people in the public high schools and colleges, enjoying indiscriminate associ~
ation with Tom, Dick and Harry off the street, often thankful when these appear
to be respectable and not openly wulgar and wicked, —— and then prone to forget
that these, though respectable, often represent and are imbued with an alto~
gether false philosophy in these matters. They have learned to take petting
for granted, sex—experience likewise, until statistics show an appalling situ-
ation in most any high school or university to be named.

So much that belongs to this companionship, the books and magazines
that pass from hand to hand, the moviestars that one praises to the other, the
languid and slimy music, the parties with their dances, their flippant jokes,
their hide-and-go—seek affairs and so on —- all seems to be there to break
down the wall of chastity and medesty that God has placed as a protecting wall
around our young womanhood, until she finds herself either bewildered and lost
and eventually a rejected and unhappy wallflower, or she, too, has given in
and the blush of shame has been replaced by the know it-all look of another
victim, It surely is high time that our members blame themselves more than
they do in the matter of the commanionship of their children., Do we our-
selves do what we should to urge the importance and the beauty of Christian
companionship, and then to help that Christian companionship to be what it
should be? The Word of God makes the love of.fellow-Christians a criterion
of Christian faith, and so we actually become frightened at the ease with
which our Christian young people make friends outside the ehurch, even to the
point of finding their life's companions in this group. What are we doing
about ity

Personally I find it hard to discourage friendships which spring up
between boys and girls in the group that we have here at school, and secretly
I even thank God when these friendships riven into betrothale —— difficult as
some of these situations may become in a school such as this. After all, our
young people may in this way be saved from many a worse fate which might b
fall them after they have left these halls. '

4. As for the panacea that educators hold forth as the great solution
of the modern age, enlightenment, knowledge and the giving of sex~knowledge
by a regular system of instruction, may be touched upon briefly. I have ine
dicated before that I do not hold it very high, when we are looking for a
cure and g help toward a chaste life.

To deny the need and usefulness of sex insgtruction at the proper time
in life —- a little at one stage, more at another, as the young man or woman
develops in this respect -~ would be folly. It is as necessary for a person
to know gome of the facts with regard to this part of the body as in the case
of the stomach, the eyes, the nose, the teeth; for, after all, these parts
have their functions dnd may be harmed and subject to disease as well as the
other parts. In their very normal development the young man or woman may be
disturbed and frightened and tempted to follow wrong advice, His inclina~
tiong may lead him on to dangerous practices, against which a bit of instruct—
lon in some simple facts of physiology and hygiene would guard him. When
marriasge impends, more instruction is necessary., Far better, then, to re-
ceive this instruction from an understanding mother or physician in time.
With good intent, undoubtedly, such courses are introduced into the school~

- 3



system with the result that there has never been an age when the young people
down to the early !teens have enjoyed better instruction and possessed more
information in this respect, And yet, I think we mast all admit that there
has possibly never been an age where unchastity has been moers flagrant and
more common than today.

The danger of this kind of instruction lies on the one hand in the twype
of instruction and the kind of instructor. Few peonle have the proper  re=-
quisites for a task as difficult and as demanding as this. Here, too, many
will rush in where the best would fear to tread. Think of the type of teacher
with which our public schools, universities and colleges are almost overun,
and we may well shudder. On the other hand, consider the gnersl run of youth,
how prone they are to misuse this sort of inmstruction, since there is no fear
of God there and their greater knowledge will only help them to further their
own wicked designs rather than check them., When we hear such approximate
statistics as this that half the girls and three-~fourths of the boys at a
state university have had wvhat is called "sex-experience!, then we dare say
that it is not knowledge that has saved the half or the one-fourth, as if the
others did not have as mich or even more knowledge !

So far as we are concerned in the church, there is no questicn but
that we also in this respect enjoy a certain advantage which we shovld press
fully. And so we say, Let the parents, particularly the mother, in the fear
of God, with prayer, in a chaste spirit, talk to her children about these
matters as the occasion offers. The Christian teacher in the grades, the
high school and college, likewise, Let the pasto¥ in the same snirit watch
his opportunities to instruct. ILet the Christian physician do the same,
Christian 'sisters, brothers, friemds, ILet all of this be done preferably in
private where there is no real opportunity for the youth to make secret sport
of the occasion. For this instruction must be given on the high level of the
preaching and teaching of the Word Itself. Let us always remember that the
saving message ond power is the Word of the Gospel — instruction with regard
to the physical things of the Sixth Commandment can.be only a sort of help if
brought properly. The spirit and attitude of chastity can be effected only
by the preaching, and that, an earnest preaching of the Word, Law and Gospel.
The right kind of knowledge regarding the nhysical may help the youth to
avoid meny an anxious worry and many a blundering by-path in that which Ged
would have to be a beautiful and blessed Christian detrothal and marriage.



